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but worn with sorrow and depressed beneath
the weight of years. Obeying a secret impulse,
he surmounted her faded brow with the Impe-
rial Crown; and the matrou was transformed
into a virgin-form, beautiful and warlike as
Pallas. Constantino accepted the onion, and
resolved that the city, founded nearly a thou-
sand years before by the Greek navigator,
Byzas, the position of which had been selected
with the usual discrimination of the Greeks,
should become the site of his new metropolis.
Within a few days after, lie commenced the
work, A. D. 324, and that on a scale which
excited the amazement of those who witnessed
the inauguration of his design, " On foot/5 as
the historian records the incident, "and with a
lance in his hand, the Emperor himself led the
solemn procession, and directed the line which
was traced as the boundary of the destined
capital; till the growing circumference was
observed with astonishment by the assistants*
who'at length ventured to observe, that he had
already exceeded the most ample measure of